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TEXT:  Revelation 5:6-10 
THEME:  NAMES OF WONDROUS LOVE—THE LAMB 

1. Slain for Us 
2. Served by Us 

 
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the 
throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders.  He had seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  He 
came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.  And 
when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song:  "You are 
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth."  NIV 
 
Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
Why are little ones so attracted to lambs?  They may not have ever seen a lamb for real or 
stroked its soft fleece.  Yet, in their beds, they clutch its facsimile close as they fall asleep.  
Even after they have outgrown their child’s bed, that lamb might still be on their dresser 
top, maybe with one ear missing and somewhat smudged by wear.  What makes a lamb so 
attractive to children?  How can we know? 

 
A Lamb is also attractive to us as God’s little ones.  We as children of the heavenly Father 
know why.  It’s because of the wondrous love that caused our Father to send his Lamb for 
us.  It’s also because of what that Lamb in equally wondrous love has done for us. 
 
In the book of Revelation, the apostle John some 20 times names Jesus the Lamb.  In our 
verses, he describes him as a Lamb “looking as if it had been slain.”  For the apostle, 
this picture was packed with meaning.  It took him back some 70 years to the day when, at 
the Jordan River, he had witnessed his teacher, John the Baptist, pointing to Jesus.  
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” his teacher had 
proclaimed for all to hear (Jn 1:29).  The apostle John knew what those words meant.  
He knew about that Passover night centuries earlier when the angel of the Lord had swept 
through Egypt.  That angel had struck down the firstborn in every home but passed over 
those homes with the blood of the sacrificial lamb smeared on the doorposts.  John knew 
too the meaning of the blood of all those lambs, hundreds of them, thousands of them, 
sacrificed on all the Passover celebrations since that first one in Egypt.  The blood of all 
those lambs pointed to the blood of the real Lamb, God’s own Lamb, sent from his heaven.  
His blood would be so precious that it would cancel all sin.  Those covered by the blood of 
God’s Lamb would be spared when God’s eternal judgment passed over. 
 
Yet really all this talk about the Lamb who was slain does us little, if any, good unless we 
are ready to go one step farther.  We need to recognize him as the Lamb slain for ME.  
That’s right, we need to talk about God’s precious Lamb as having been slain for ME and 
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as being MY Lamb.  As someone once said, “To say Christ died is history.  To say Christ 
died for sinners is theology.  To say Christ died for ME is salvation.” 
 
May I ask you a question, a most serious one?  The Lenten season is one of those times to 
pause in our daily hurrying about and to do some serious soul-searching.  What does the 
Lamb slain for sinners mean to you?  In answer we look especially at the blessed meal the 
Lord places before us today.  In his Holy Supper, the Lamb himself is present to serve us.  
In it he offers the very body that he gave and the very blood that he poured out for our sins 
on Calvary’s cross.  With his true body and blood, he wants to assure us of the blessed 
truth that he was indeed slain for us.  At his altar he puts his hand on our shoulders, looks 
into our eyes, and reassures us individually that he was slain for us.  “Here,” he says, “my 
body, given for you. Here, my blood, shed for you. Your sins are forgiven, the ones you slip 
into so easily each day and the ones from the past that still trouble you.  You, go home in 
peace.”  In this blessed way, he reassures us of his forgiveness and strengthens our trust 
in him as our Lamb.  What greater proof of his wondrous love do we need?  How precious 
this Lamb is to us! 
 
The Father in his grace has washed our robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.  The Father in his wondrous love has made us his little ones through faith in his 
Lamb.  How we look forward to singing eternal praises to such a loving Father and to the 
Lamb slain for us! 
 
John describes those praises as golden bowls full of incense.  Did you notice, though, how 
John encourages us not to wait till heaven to raise those golden bowls full of praise to the 
Lamb?  We are to do it now. Listen to John. He says, “You [the Lamb] have made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”  
Don’t those words give you the feeling that our God wants us to be up-and-at-’em now?  
He doesn’t want us just to be savoring what we have in the Lamb but to be busy serving 
that Lamb.  In the workplace, where unbelieving employees sneer at our words and scoff at 
our actions.  In the high school hallways and college classrooms, where people not so 
politely or tactfully try to scratch through the varnish of our protected childhood religion.  On 
the hospital bed, where reality never takes a nap.  In our families, where visually and 
verbally the love of God’s Lamb needs to be conveyed.  In our congregations, where 
there’s always so much to be done and so few, it seems, to do it.  In our synodical 
fellowship, where fellow priests join hands to take the gospel to every nation and to train 
workers to go in our place.  All this belongs in our golden bowls of praise.  Some would try 
to avoid such efforts.  Others call it work and sacrifice.  But we who value the Lamb as One 
slain for us also value service for him as our grateful response. 

 
What makes Jesus, the Lamb of God, so attractive to us?  As God’s little ones do we even 
have to ask?  May we never put our Lamb on the dresser top in life, but always hold him 
close to our hearts.  Please, Lord, in your grace make it so for each of us.  Amen. 
 


